I. On the Treatment of Constipation. By Professor Trousseau.
(Bulletin General de Therapeutique, January 30th, 18G2.) Pbofessor Tiiousseau excludes from consideration all the organic alfectioiis causing constipation, and his remarks apply only to those eases which result from a bad habit and sluggishness ol the intestine. He recommends that the patient should make an eilort every morning regularly at the same hour to evacuate the bowels ; and if the effort should prove unsuccessful, to repeat it the next day; and it there is still no evacuation, to use an injection lirst of water slightly tepid, and afterwards of cold water. The next day the natural efforts are to be repeated, and deferred, if unsuccessful, to the next day; after which a cool injection may be used. The daily repetition of these means, always at the same hour, leads eventually to the feeling of the necessity of evacuating the bowels, and it rarely happens, after eight or ten days ' being a common plant in meadows and woods, and invariably near some running stream. The part employed in medicine is the root, which is far superior in its physiological effects to the seeds. Its taste is acrid, bitter, unpleasant, and persistent, and it" possesses great sternutatory power, the powder causing violent, sneezing, wliicli often lasts for live or ten minutes without ceasing. The tincture is the preparation on which most reliance is to be placed.
It is undoubted that veratrum viride is a sedative, probably acting both on the nervous and the arterial system. The first phenomenon noticed after the system has come under its influence, is a reduction in the frequency of the pulse; secondly, there is some diminution in the frequency of the respiration; thirdly, under a largo or frequent dose, a sense of faintness or vertigo ensues, with nausea, vomiting, and general prostration; and, fourthly, the secretions are somewhat stimulated, iir. Abbott took the drug himself, in the form of tincture, in order to determine its effects on the system. On one occasion when he noted the results the pulse was 70, and the bodily health good. An hour after taking seven drops of the tincture the pulse fell to 65, and afterwards to GO; and on (L'Union Medicale, July 15th, 1862.) Dr. Duclos, of Tours, has employed digitalis in the different forms of pneumonia, and he arrives at the conclusion that this drug is useful in all the acute cases of the disease, provided that no contra-indication exists in the essential nature of the malady. It answers equally well in infancy and adult age, and also in old persons who are free from serious disturbance of the circulating system. But when frequent intermissions of the pulse indicate some cardiac affection, then the use of digitalis gives rise to two very singular phenomena, for either the pulse becomes regular and the intermissions diminish as long as the digitalis continues to act; or, on the other hand, the intermissions are multiplied, the disturbance of the circulation is increased, and the movements of the heart are suspended for a second or two, in which case the medicine must be discontinued.
M. Ilirtz, of Strasbourg, has employed digitalis in other febrile diseases, and he considers that it is particularly indicated in the inflammations in which there is a predominance of heat and frequency of the pulse, with integrity of the cerebral and digestive functions. It appears to him very well actapted to thoracic, parenchymatous, and serous inflammations; in pneumonia it rivals vena:section, and it may often be substituted for tartarized antimony, especially where there is a complication of diarrhoea. But digitalis is probably contra-indicated in inflammations attended with collapse, or a tendency to suppuration. It is entirely contra-indicated in cases where there is concomitant gastric irritation.
XVIII. On the Physiological Properties and Therapeutical Uses of the Laburnum and the Asarabacca.
(L'Union Medicale, July 15th, 18G2.) It has long been known that the leaves and young shoots of the laburnum possess purgative and even emetic properties. MM. Chevallier and Lassaigne found in the seeds of this plant a peculiar substance, to which they gave the name of cytisine, and the properties of which they carefully examined. After having administered it to difterent animals and to themselves, they arrived at the conclusion that in small doses it causes vomiting and purging, and in larger doses it produces poisonous effects. Dr The cases in which Dr. Dc Ricci has employed phloridzine with most success have been certain forms of atonic dyspepsia occurring in delicate females, to whom it was impossible to administer either bark, quinine, or salicine in any shape, without bringing on serious nervous excitement. He has also found it extremely well adapted for the treatment of young children of delicatc constitutional habit, or when recovering from hooping-cough, infantine fever, or any other disease. The doses he has employed are five grains three or four times a day for adults, and proportionately smaller doses for young children. In prescribing phloridzine it must be borne in mind that it is almost insoluble iu cold water, but the addition of a very small quantity of ammonia instantly dissolves it; thus, by adding to an eight ounce mixture, containing a drachm of phloridzine, a few drachms of aromatic spirit of ammonia, the fluid which was previously milky becomcs perfectly clear, and the addition of the aromatic spirit rather improves the mixture than otherwise. Dr 
